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Abstract

"The rolc of the military institution in the Turkish foreign policy"

Done by: Supervised by:
Louai Al-Awjah Dr. Abdullah Al-Naqrash

This rescarch discusses the role of the military institution in the Turkish foreign
policy since 1923 through 1998, aiming to clarify the role of this institution together
with the elitc civil laicism and - lately- the Islamic elite in the Turkish foreign
policy.

And in order to achicve this aim, this rescarch took into consideration the influencing
factors of both internal and external Turkish forcign policy.

This policy ascertains that the "Kamalic Idcology" tried to impose laicism and
westernization as an allernative to Islamic religion, and as a basis lor the social
system, in a socicty which had bcen absorbing the Islamic ideology for more than
seven centuries, and in a socicty characlerized by “"nationalistic -racialistic- and
doctrinal "variousness.

Now, because of sccurity, economic and ideological motives, T urkcy chosc to be part
ol Europe and a member of the American strategy.

The sccond chapter deals with the government and non-government bodies which lay
the foundation for forcign policy in Turkey, whete it has been found that the military
institution was able to play a major role through the National Security Council.

The third chapter shows how the said military institution took advantages of
historical legacy and other positive laws and constitutions, and how it could interfere
four times throughout the history of turkey in order to kecp the political system
movement under its control (1960, 1971, 1980, 1997) in accordance with its interest.
In the forth chapter , this rescarch showed the role of the military institution in
making the foreign policy by forming the "Supreme Strategic Objectives"
(National Sccurity Theory) and the objectives of foreign policy, the study presented
somc workable cascs derived from Turkish forcign regional and international policy.
The most emerging fact was the Turkish - Isracli Alliance, which was an example of
the military role in making foreign policy decisions.

The hifth ehapter dealt with the future role of the military institution in general and
the forcign policy in particular,

It has been found that its future role is linked with the internal and external crises
which could affeet Turkey.

It has also been found that since 1945, the martial activitics started to be visible and
clear, the said institution considered itself the guardian of "Kamal Atatork legacy as
if it were a sacred one.,

Turkey chose to be an ally with west, and recently with Isracl, leaving behind her
good relations with the Arabs,
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